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REVIEWS. 


pneumonia (p. 237 ) tho mechanical and minor problems recolvo atten¬ 
tion, while treatment based on Ita essential character—infectlou—is not 
presented. In various parts of tho work tho brilliant results obtained in 
internal antisepsis do not receive by any means adequate recognition. 
Often after nn inadequate presentation of tho treatment of a particular 
diseaso thoro comes out an Involuntary admission of its Inofficncy. For 
instance, in typhoid fever, after a brief oxno9itlon of tho method of 
Currie-Jorgensen, commonly known as Brand (p, 185 ), comes tho curious 
admission: “Management of convalescence—tho process Is long and 
tedious.” Nothing is said about tho methods which treat both patient 
and diseaso and lmvo produced such renmrknblo reductions in mortality, 
Of minor matters many might bo criticised. Too frequent resort to 
opium or morphine iu respiratory diseases when codeine is preferable and 
much more efficient; peculiar descriptions, as that of mountain /over 
(p. 200); singular classification, n3 that of infective endocarditis (p. 
327 ) into soptio or pyiemic, typhoid, cerebral, cardiac or malarial typo; 
indiscriminate mingliug of suffixes, morphia and morph in, atropia and 
ntropin, when neither is correct if tho Pharmacopoeia is tho standard, for 
that gives morphine and atropine. 

Tho illustrations and tables are oxccllent, tho typo and binding 
satisfactory, and iu the main tho toxt 1ms been well dono, oven if tho 
sixo of tho book necessitates condensation and may suggest tho adjective 
“sketchy,” With minor defects corrected, with tho present as a basis, 
an excellent text-book can bo mndo. Tho greatest fault which wo find 
lies in the itmdequnto treatment. In this respect tho authors are in 

f ;ood company, for it is a defect of nearly overy text-book which wo 
mvo read in recent years. But with tho wide-spread revival of interest 
in therapeutics, with tho enormous increnso of knowledge, both of old 
remedies and recent additions to our resource?, tho authors had tho 
opportunity to umko this tho most useful of nil works of its class. 
Wo trust that Uio noxt edition will show a careful sifting of therapeutic 
material rich in facts which are tho mo3t important for tho alleviation 
of 1 1 mimn suffering. It, W. W. 


Tim Practical Medicine Series op Year-books. Under the general 
editorial charge of Gustavus P. Head, M.D. Vol, Ilf., The Eye, Nojt, 
and Throat. Edited by Oasev A. Wood, C.M., M.D., Albert H, 
Andrews, M.D., and T. Melville Harpie, A.M., M.D. Chicago: The 

Year-book I'ublisbera, 1901, 

The publishers of this series of year-books are to ho heartily con¬ 
gratulated on tho great practical value of tho plan which they have 
pursued. 

The present littlo volume presents excellent abstracts of tho most 
important current literature on thoso brandies with which it deals, 
The various editors havo performed their work in a most satisfactory 
manner, tho abstracts, while short, containing the gist of thoso articles 
which they represent. 

The illustrations which accompany tho text are hardly worthy of 
mention, and tho hook is Inartistic in its whole got-up, both paper and 
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binding being cheap it) quality. However, theso books are necessarily 
ephemeral in their value, and their inexpensive price probably justifies 
the cheapness of their make-up. F. It. I*. 


A Text-book of Obstetrics. By Barton Cookr Hirst, M.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of Obstetrics in the University of Pennsylvania, etc, Third edition, 

8 vo., pp. 873. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 8aundera & Co,, 1901. 

This volume has been designed by its author as n text-book for 
students and a guide for physicians in active practice. It is one of the 
few text-book s by ono author now in common ubc. 

The arrangement of the volume is that usual in medical text-books. 
Anatomy, physiology, and embryology are briefly reviewed. Embryonal 
and foetal circulation are described, but not ns completely as in many 
works, and attention is not especially directed to the ready occurrence 
of partial asphyxiation of the blood through leakngo In cardiac valves. 

An excellent discussion of the pathology of tho placenta is given, a 
subject frequently neglected. 

The diagnosis of pregnancy is fully described, and a copious series of 
illustrations, showing abdominal tumors other than tho pregnant abdo¬ 
men, is added. We question tho value of these illustrations in a text¬ 
book, as tho tendenoy in diagnosticating pregnancy is to mnko too rapid 
and superficial examination in each case. If tho student or prncti* 
tionor forms tho idea that by tho contour of tho abdomen and the 
appearance of tho abdominal tumor ho can detect tho presenco or 
absence of pregnanoy, bo may bo misled. Pregnancy complicated 
by abdominal tumor is not exceedingly raro, and tho tendency would bo 
to miss such n diagnosis wero unduo attention given to tho shape of tho 
abdomen. In discussing the pathology of pregnancy, stress is laid upon 
tho kidney of pregnancy and upon nephritis. Tho toxtomia of preg¬ 
nancy is not thought of special importance. Tho quantity of albumin 
is considered aguTdo for tho induction of labor. Our experience has 
led us to rely more upon tho quantity of urea and solids excreted, as 
shown by specific gravity and urea percentage than upon albumin. The 
most dangerous coses which wo have seen are thoso in which the kidnoys 
gave nn warning until too late to materially influence tho condition of 
the patient. The writer retains the term " miscarriage,” and applies it 
to tho expulsion of the product of conception after tho placenta has 
been formed. This seems an unnecessary division and linblo to create 

confusion, in viow of tho fact that patients rareiy speak of abortion 

becauso of the criminal association often connected with tho name, but 
almost invariably of miscarriage. 

The section upon Extra-uterine Pregnancy is full of interesting 
matter and illustrated abundantly. Somo of the illustrations, however, 
are more pictorial than illustrative, because photographs of specimens 
without color and without the accentuation of important points by 
drawing are not always satisfactory. In operating for tubal abortion 
the writer employs drainage by both gauze and a glass tube. This Is 
more practical than logical, If the operator’s tcohniquo is perfect, 
drainage is unnecessary. Uuless gauze packing is employed to check 
oozing hemorrhage, its use as a drain may be justified by experience, 



